
Page  1  Spring 2009 Newsletter 

 

 

S p r i n g  2 0 0 9  Volume 31 Issue 2 

 

Mysteries    of   the   Mounds   Now    Open 

 

What began several years ago as a dream became a reality a few weeks ago when the new perma-

nent exhibit, Mysteries of the Mounds, opened at the Hoard Historical Museum.  This new gallery in-

cludes a movie theater (above, left) which features a 17-minute video, titled Mysteries of the Mounds, 
as well as 7 cases containing the Lawton archaeological collection, once housed on the second floor 

of the Hoard House.  Another popular exhibit feature is a diorama of a Late Woodland camp, com-

plete with keyhole pit house, underground food storage, and campfires (below ,left and right).  Be-

tween the theater and the diorama are numerous panels interpreting indigenous cultural groups be-

fore, during, and after the time of mound building.  Bring your family and friends for a visit! 
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Notes from the  

Director’s Desk  
by  Ko r i  Obe r l e  

 Wow! We did it! Together, we made the Mysteries of the 
Mounds gallery a reality! Here’s a great big Thank You to 
everyone: members, donors, artists, volunteers, carpenters, 
archaeologists, content experts, designers, writers, producers, 
scholars, electrical wizards, instructional designers, artisans, 
board members, staff … It truly takes a large group of talented 
and dedicated people to make a project of this scope and quality 
come to be. 

 We must thank one person in particular for his foresight 
regarding this area’s Indian mounds.  Longtime Fort Atkinson 

businessman and Emeritus Board Member of the Fort Atkinson 

Historical Society, Hugh Highsmith took the initiative to rescue 

from destruction 11 effigy and conical mounds along the shores 

of Lake Koshkonong.  He also found the time and energy to 

research and write the book, The Mounds of Koshkonong and 
Rock River, published in 1997.  He had the foresight to include in 

Stout and first published in The Wisconsin Archeologist in 1908.  

 Thank you sincerely, Mr. Hugh Highsmith, for your significant 

heritage, and to the Mysteries of the Mounds project. 

401 Whitewater Avenue  
Fort  Atk inson, WI  53538 

920 ·563 ·7769  

 fax 920 ·568 ·3203 
www.hoardmuseum.org  

 Hours: Tuesday — Saturday 
9:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m. 

9:30—4:30 (5/26 thru  9/5)  

2008 FAHS Board of Directors 
 
Sally Koehler, President 
Robert Karczewski, Vice-President 
Bonnie Babcock, Secretary 
Michael Phelps, Treasurer 
 

Elected Board Members 
Bonnie Babcock 
Tony Bolz 
Robert Karczewski 
Carol Ward Knox 
Sally Koehler 
Phil Niemeyer 
Michael Phelps 
Cynthia Smith 
Robert Vincent 
Carol Wanie 
Anders Yocom 

 

Standing Members 
Steve Larson, Dairy Shrine Rep. 
Kori Oberle, Museum Director 
Steve Tesmer, City Council Rep. 

John Wilmet, City Manager 

 

Emeritus Members 
Mary Gates 
Hugh Highsmith 
Milo Jones 
Mark Kerschensteiner 

 

Museum Staff Members 
Kori Oberle, Director 
Karen O’Connor, Curator 
Linda Winn, Office Manager 
Greg Misfeldt, Facilities Manager 
Tammy Doellstedt, Program and 
 Volunteer Coordinator 

_____________________________ 

We were proud to honor Mr. 

Hugh Highsmith (left) as part of 

the public opening of the 

Mounds gallery on Saturday, 

April 4.  Thanks to him, the re-

maining 11 mounds of the Gen-

eral Atkinson grouping and a 

remnant of an ancient Indian 

trail, are now preserved as the 

Jefferson County Indian Mounds 

& Trail Park, and are accessible 

to all who wish to visit.  Check 

out the huge turtle mound there! 
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     The 49th Annual Mary Hoard Art Show  Opens May 3, 2009 

The reception for this year’s 4th-Grade Oral History Interview Project takes place on Tuesday, May 
26, at 5:30 p.m. in the Jones Family Gallery.  Student work will be on exhibit through July 4.  Special 
thanks to teachers and students at Barrie, Luther, Purdy, Rockwell, and St. Joe’s Schools. 
 
Save the date:  Tuesday, June 16, is the opening of this year’s Artist Spotlight exhibit featuring  
Dawn Hunter.  There will be an Opening Reception with the artist that evening from 7:00 to 8:30. 
 
What’s going on with the Hoard’s Historians Enrichment Series?  On Saturday, June 20, at 2:00 
p.m., Sue Hartwick will present her world-famous talk on the Black Hawk War of 1832.  
 

Recommended Reading:  The Mounds of Koshkonong and Rock River, by Hugh Highsmith and pub- 
lished in 1997 by the Fort Atkinson Historical Society and Highsmith Press. 
 
Take Note:  On October 9 and10, the 2009 Local History & Historic Preservation Conference,  
at the Plaza Hotel & Suites Conference Center in Wausau, Wisconsin, promises 24 sessions, 9 work 
shops, evening events, and an historic walking tour.  It is co-sponsored by the Wisconsin Council for 
Local History and the Wisconsin Historical Society.  For more info, wisconsinhistory.org/localhistory . 
 

Check out www.hoardmuseum.org to see what else is happening at the museum.   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

louder!  Mark your calendars and arrange your schedules to 

take part in the Opening Reception on Saturday, May 3, from 

1:00 to 4:00.  Thanks to our co-chairs Ann Engelman, Eve Hor-

ton, and Deb Wischau, and to our various team leaders and 

 

 In addition to the opening, there will also be a Gallery Talk 

on Wednesday, May 6, from 5:30 to 6:30.  Artist Julia Ince will 

discuss the entries and answer questions.  All awards will be 

presented on Saturday, May 16, at 4:00, at the close of the 

show.   

 To accommodate more visitors, the museum will remain open 

until 5:30 from Tuesday, May 5 through Friday, May 15.  On 

Sunday, May 10, the museum will be open between 1:00 and 

4:00.  Come on over!  Bring your neighbors! 

Mary C. Hoard helped preserve Fort 

pen, paintbrush, and a  love of history. 

     Hoard       Bulletin      Board  
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Meet the  Board Members:  Tony Bolz  

 

  

 

Saturday, September 26, 2009  
Destination: Mineral Point 

Tony Bolz was born and raised in Monroe, Wiscon-

sin.  He earned his undergraduate degree at UW-Oshkosh 

and it was there that he met his future wife, Jenny.  Tony 

began his professional career in the Oshkosh Areas School 

district.  He spent time as a third grade teacher before 

moving to Oshkosh North High School to teach mathemat-

ics.  Tony completed his Masters Degree in Educational 

Administration at UW-Madison in 2001.  His first position 

as an administrator was as an assistant middle school prin-

cipal in the Oshkosh Area School District.  The following 

year he was named Principal of Webster Stanley Middle 

School in Oshkosh.   

During the summer of 2003, Tony left the Oshkosh 

Area School District and joined the Fort Atkinson School 

District as Principal of Barrie Elementary School.  He is 

now in the final stages of completing his doctorate at the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison.  He spends his free time 

with family, golfing, reading, and running.  He is also an 

active member of the Fort Atkinson Optimist Club.  Tony 

and his wife, Jenny, live in Fort Atkinson and have been 

married for nine years.  Jenny teaches kindergarten at Lin-

coln Elementary in Whitewater.  They have two children, 

Tyler who is six years old, and Andrew who is four.   

  

      

 

     I am extremely honored to be a mem-
ber of the Fort Atkinson Historical Society 
Board.  My goal as a board member is to 
make sure we continue to focus on the rich 
tradition already established while also 
providing leadership as we look toward the 
future.   

     A specific area of interest to me is to 
continually reach out to families by devel-
oping activities and programs designed to 
engage the youth of our community.  

 Plans are underway for a one-day 

bus trip to historic Mineral Point in Iowa 

County.  The itinerary will include tours 

of Pendarvis Historic Site and Orchard 

Lawn, traditional pasty lunch, and time 

for strolling through several art studios 

or hiking the Merry Christmas Mine Hill. 

 One of the perks of being a member 

of the Fort Atkinson Historical Society is 

being eligible for a lower-cost ticket for 

this sure-to-be interesting and educa-

tional outing.  

Known as Orchard Lawn and built shortly before 

the Civil War, the home of Joseph Gundry is 

now the home of the Mineral Point Historical 

Society. 

After our visit, 

why this dog is 

mascot, and 

where it is lo-

cated. 
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 The Museum is a Busy Place!  

   

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

How many people does it take to move a duck 
hunting boat? Eight: seven to move the boat and 
one to take the photo. Thanks to all who helped. 
That was one heavy boat! 

Bugs A Big Hit! 

The UW-Madison Insect Ambassadors shared 
their love of bugs and insects with young peo-
ple from across Jefferson County on the last 
Saturday of March.  

adult collectors and 8 youth collectors with stuff 

ranging from projectile points to potato mashers 

and from advertising signs to Black Hawk War arti-

facts.  For three hours, it was the place to be! 

Volunteer of the Year, Ann Engelman, at the His-
torical Society’s Annual Dinner Meeting on Mon-
day, February 16, enjoys her gift.  We recog-
nized Ann for her flexibility and her dedication. 
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Meet the Volunteers:  Fare Thee Well, Mrs. Jean Tyler! 

 Yes, it’s true: Mrs. Jean Tyler has flown east to Connecticut. 
Shown in the middle of the photo at the right is long-time mem-
ber and volunteer, Jean Tyler.  Jean and her husband, Dave, 
were Volunteers of the Year in 1987.  She was also a founding 
member of the Black Hawk Artists. 

 On April 1, Jean flew out of Milwaukee with her daughter, 
Debra.  When they arrived at Debra’s  farm in West Cornwall, 
they discovered that the April Fools Elves had been busy rear-
ranging things. One of those elves is Margaret, Jean’s grand-
daughter.  Debra runs Motherhouse, a non-profit organization 
that provides place, support, and time for all mothers and their 
families. For more info, visit www.motherhouse.us.  To send a 
note to Jean, address it to: Geer Village, Apt. 305, 77 S. Ca-
naan Rd., Canaan, CT 06018.  We thank you, Jean! 

4th  of  July   Ice  Cream  Social  &  Pie  Auction 

 

the popular and tasty annual 

Ice Cream Social and Pie Auc-

tion returns on Saturday, July 

tainment features bluegrass 

tunes and we have an order in 

for blue skies, nothing but blue 

skies. 

 Of course we have a few 

tricks up our sleeves to make 

to show up, ready to be sur-

prised. Remember, save room 

for dessert!  
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Fort Atkinson Historical Society Members 

2009** As of April 15, 2009 

Curtis and Diane Abendroth 

Thomas and Eileen Ackerman 

Jeff and Sherry Adsit 

Helmut Ajango 

Lee and Marian Allenstein 

La Verne Amacher 

Jill A. Amadon 

Roger & Marsha Anderson 

Jerol Anderson - Riesch 

Harry and Lynn Averkamp 

Bonnie and Paul Babcock 

Wilma Baier 

Carl & Kathleen Baio 

Jim and Verna Baird 

Perry and Marcia Baird 

J. Baker 

Pam and Steve Bakken 

Len and Sandra Bannon 

Dr. Charles Bardenwerper 

Renee  Barr 

Garrett W. Barry 

Dr. Donald and Marcia Bates 

Ted and Marilyn Batterman 

Wally and Jean Baughman 

Laura Beane 

Tom and Kathleen Beane 

E.G. and Kay Becker 

Debba F. Becker-Pawlik 

Tina and Tom Beckman 

Beatrice D. Becktell 

Marion Beebe 

Elaine Beebe 

Don and Rose Behling 

Vada Behrens 

Robert and Jeanne Bell 

Joyce Bellman 

Barbara and Philip Berg 

Dave and Kate Bienfang 

Judy Block 

Jack  Blodgett 

Ellen Bogner 

Tony and Jenny Bolz 

Carol Bonnett 

Jeff and Maureen Brandenburg 

Paul and Nancy Breitsprecher 

Glenna Breslin 

Bob and Elaine Brown 

Dean and Mary Brown 

Shirley Brown 

Charlotte G. Brueckner 

William and Rhona Buchta 

Susan and Robert Buell 

Robin Buerki 

Kurt Buggs 

Orrin and Midge Bull 

James Bussey 

Carol and Stewart Calkins 

Dave and Dianne Camplin 

Ed and Mary Carbon 

Doris and Bill Carmichael 

Diane and Jim Carter 

Bob and Kathy Cheek 

Ron and Carrie Chisholm Family 

Phyllis A. Christensen 

Allan and Maryln Christian 

Don and Janet Christianson 

Donald Chwala 

Don and Mary Lou Clarke 

Kenneth and Pamela Claussen 

Michael Clish and Katherine McCready 

Barbara Congdon 

Marie Copeland 

Dr. Richard and Betty Covey 

Mary Crane 

Cecile Dammann 

Valerie Davis 

Gordon and Geraldine Day 

Wade Dazey 

Ellen DeMers 

Chris Dempski 

Doug and Marianna Dexter 

David and Cheryl Dobson 

Tammy and Richard Doellstedt 

Glenn and Mary Downing 

Roger and Wanda Draeger 

Lucile Draeger 

Patricia L. and Bradley Dresang 

Timothy and Linda Dunlap 

Patrick and Joyce Dunn 

Shari and Tim Dunn 

Trudy Edfors 

Bill and Jean Ehrke 

Ann Engelman and Anders Yocom 

John and Isabel Erickson 

Darald Fairbrother 

Kay Falk 

Jane Fary 

Keith and Martha Firari 

Delores Firari 

Ethel Fischer 

Bill and Sandy Flood 

Bethel Foelker 

Joyce and Jim Follis 

Virginia Follstad 

Cris Trieloff 

Denise Hynum 

Jane Gates Fossum 

Donna G. Fox 

Chuck and Fran Frandson 

Rose Frittitta 

Marilla E. Fuge 

Mary Gates 

Steven and Susan George 

Karen  Gierzak 

Gene Giese 

Nancy Hoard Glenn 

Dr. Thomas and Josie Gobel 

Norman and Pauline Godfrey 

Nancy Godlewski 

Betty and Howard Goodman 

Rita and Loren Gray 

Mrs. Harold Gray 

Shelley and John Greene 

Greg and Laurette Greenhalgh 

Gaylon & Hannah Greenhill 

Carol and Don Gruber 

Elizabeth Haag 

Frank and Elizabeth Haban 

Paul & Rosemary Hable 

Bonnie Hamer 

Gary and Bonnie Hamm 

Leo  Hansen 

Linda Harrison 

Sue and Jude Hartwick 

Robert and DeAnn Hase 

Wilma Haukom 

Willard, Faith & Nikki  Hausen 

Sarah and Ned Healy 

John Hedrick 

Irene Hein 

Juanita Heinz 

Clayton Heitz 

Janice Helwig 

Don and Judy Henning 
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Betty Herdendorf 

John Hershman 

David & Cynthia Hershman 

Doris W. Hetts 

Carl and Priscilla Heussner 

Frances and Hugh Highsmith 

R. Tod Highsmith 

Bonnie Hinton 

Shari and Steve  Holston 

Lillian Hope 

Tim Humphrey 

Pat Hunn 

Dawn and Lyle Hunter 

Steven and Susan Huss-Lederman 

Fred and Fran Idtse 

Cathy & Greg Idzikowski 

Jeff and Kathy Ihde 

Julia Ince 

Helen Jacobson 

Lee & Mary Jahnke 

Margaret M. Jayne 

Lynne Jeffers 

Michael and Karren Jeske 

Dean and Sandy Johnson 

Edward and Patricia Jones 

Milo and Joan Jones 

Cole Jones 

Libby Jones 

Leslie Jorgensen 

Mary Kay Joyce 

Mrs. Frank Kandutsch 

Bob and Judy Karczewski 

Alan and Louise Keating 

Carol Keleny 

Pam Kelly 

Al and Robin Kempema 

Vince and Linda Kent 

Mark and Valerie Kerschensteiner 

Debra, Ken, and Owen Kirkeby 

Gus Klatt 

Dick and Betty Klopcic 

Brian and Terrie Knox 

Randy and Carol Knox 

W. David & Diane Knox 

Ruth Knueppel 

Andy and Sally Koehler 

Joel and Laura Koenig 

Ron and Kathy Koenig 

Donna and Tom Kohls 

Jan and Claude Kraus 

Lois Krentz 

Wayne L. Kroll 

Doris Krueger 

Chrystal LaMuro 

Pat Landowski 

Teresa M. Landowski 

John Landowski and Jenni Eschner 

Tamara R. Lange and Steven Grob-

schmidt 

Ron and Rosemary Langellier 

Clarence Langholff 

Dan and Char Lansing 

Steve and Leota Larson 

Daniel and Donna Lehman 

August and Joyce Lehmann 

Charles and Mary Lemke 

Mildred Lemke 

Glenn R. Lepley 

Davin and Jenny Lescohier 

Patricia Letcher 

Robert and Nancy Lewis 

Mary Linton and Kathy Kauffman 

Bruce J. Loeb 

Rick and Vicki Looze 

Carol Lorenz and John Lampert 

Barbara Lorman 

Ann Lueder 

Thomas and Barbara Lyon 

Rob MacPherson and Debra Wedl 

Marie Madsen 

Esther Mansavage 

Susan Markwardt 

Bob and Kitty Martin 

Mike and Barb Martin 

Jerry and Mona Mason 

Dolores Maynard 

Gerry and Ute McGowan 

Breck and Laurie McHenry 

John McKenzie 

Jon and Beth McLaughlin 

John and Carol McNally 

William E Medick 

Richard and Betty Meier 

Shelly Menzer 

Dorothy Merriman 

Maxine Meyer 

Sheldon Mielke 

Jeanette and Paul Milleson 

Greg Misfeldt 

Dorothy Missfeldt 

Mark and Joan Mittag 

Roger and Betsy Mitten 

Jim and Georgia Mode 

John & Ann Molinaro 

Joanne and Howard Moon 

Dr. Walter and Kay Moritz 

Christine & Bernard Motl 

Paul Neary 

Barbara Nelson 

Margaret J. Nelson 

James and Marie Nelson 

Betty and Mike Newcomb 

Diane Niemeyer 

W. Phil and Linda Niemeyer 

James and Alice Noel 

Russ and Carolyn Nord 

Dorrie Roberts-Northey & Richard 

Northey 

John and Linda Northlich 

Rob Nurre 

Pat and Karen O'Connor 

Kori Oberle 

Marge and Jerry Oberle 

Roland and Marjorie Olson 

Paul and Judy Olson 

Nancy Olson 

Chris and Missy Ordiway 

Willard E. Owens 

Irv and Delores Parsons 

Lisa Patefield and Holly Houston 

Margaret M. Patzer 

Charles and Evelyn Payson 

Marjorie Peck 

Les and Edith Peckham 

Diane Pellegrin 

Samuel and Barbara Pernacciaro 

Al and Norma Peters 

Donna L. Petersen 

Stan and Brenda Peterson 

Jerry and Helen Pfafflin 

Mike and Marcia Phelps 

Gwen Pitzner 

James and Jackie Pupelis 

Anita Quam 

Arla Randall 

Joy P. Rasin 

Earl and Judith Reu 

Ken Riedl 

Mary E. Riedy 

Carmen and Dan Roahen 

Thelma M. Robbins 

Helen Roberts 

Robert and Shirley Roberts 

Geraldine Roethe 

Allan & Patty Roost 

Fred and Helen Rose 

Marvel Rowley 

Mike and Debbie Rusch 

Archie Russell 

Dennis and Gerry Rybicke 

Art and Evelyn Salzwedel 

John  and Joyce Satterlee 

Jim and Barb Schafer 

Ruth and Richard Schauer 

Sharon Schmeling & Jim Kates 

Rosella Schnagl 

Gary & Dorothy Schreiner 

Betty Schubert 
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DuWayne and Fern Scott 

Steve Seaman and Susan Wenger 

Frances Senger 

Gary and Penny Shackelford 

Tom and Sue Shea 

Roger and Beverly Sherman 

Eleanore Shipley 

Virginia M. Shorey 

John Short 

Julie Short 

Janice Simmons 

Sylvia Sippel 

Nancy Smedal 

Cynthia Smith 

Richard W. & Gail Smith 

Andrew and Marian Sokolowski 

Dan Jones 

Peter and Christine Spangler 

Bill Starke 

Delores M. Stauffacher 

David and Cheryl Stedman 

Frank and Shirley Stekel 

Maggie Stetter 

Howie and Ann Stiff 

Terri and Mark Stradinger 

Pat and Carol Strasburg 

Bill and Sue Stroupe 

Arlene and Jerome Strunk 

Wilbur Sundt 

Greta Toni Swart 

Russell Swearingen 

John and Karen Syens 

Mary Sykes 

Barbara A. Teed 

Lorraine Tekeley 

James and Janet Temmer 

Nancy Thayer 

Gary and Trudianne Thom 

Mary and David Touton 

Jean and Carroll Trieloff 

Bev Tucker 

Jon and Becky Tuttle 

Trudy Tuttle 

Helen Tuttle 

Jean Tyler 

Annabelle Udey 

Sue Urben 

Marilyn J Young 

Brian Cluver 

Jim and Lee Vance 

Robert & Mary Ann Vincent 

Sandy and Uli Wagenpfeil 

Donna & Donald Wahl 

Ken and Patty Wahl 

Mike and Kristin Wallace 

Dick and Carol Wanie 

Bill and Jan Ward 

John and Bette Ward 

Richard J. Ward 

Jacquelyn "Kiki" Ward 

Charles and Eleanor Weber 

Bill and Carolyn Weh 

Jim and Onnie Weiss 

Terry and Lynn Wenzel 

Robert Wicklund 

Estelle Wiesmann 

Brad Wilcox 

Donald and Barbara Williams 

John and Jane Wilmet 

Brett and Marsha Wilson 

Kathy and Mike Wilson 

Joel and Linda Winn 

Willene C. Winn 

John R. Wurtzbaugh 

Mark Zastrow 

Gale S. Zemel and David Mausner 

Carlton and Mary Zentner 

Linda Zernicke 

 

ORGANIZATIONS & 

BUSINESSES 
AAUW, Fort Atkinson Branch 

Abendroth Water Conditioning 

Allen County Public Library 

Badger Bank 

Badger Press Inc 

Behling, Jasper & Selberg 

Black Hawk Artists 

Black Hawk Senior Residence 

D.A.R. 

Daley Painting and Decorating, Inc 

Day Insurance 

Digi-Star 

FA Area Chamber of Commerce 

First Church of Christ, Scientist 

Fort Atkinson Science Fair, Inc 

Fort Atkinson Woman's Club 

Fort Community Credit Union 

Friends of Aztalan State Park 

Indian Community School of Milwaukee 

JM Carpets 

Johnson Bank 

Kent's Ice Cream, Inc 

Kessenich-Tesmer Design 

Kiwanis Club of Fort Atkinson 

Kraus Masonry 

L.A. Duesterbeck & Associates, Inc 

Lions Club 

McIntyre Floral 

Metal Container Corp. 

Nasco International Inc. 

Nitardy Funeral Homes, Inc. 

PremierBank 

Rock Paint Distributing Corporation 

Smith Motors 

Spacesaver Corporation 

Tuesday Club 

Tuttle's Pharmacy 

Wisconsin Packaging Corp. 

 

The exterior of the Dwight Foster 

House will receive some needed 

attention in May and June this 

year when Craig Roost repairs, 

replaces, and repaints the build-

dows.  Some of the picket fence 

will be removed on the west and 

north so that the property looks 

more like it is part of the mu-

seum complex.  Stop by and 

say hello to Craig. 

 

 

 

   water- 

              yield 

   but the field 

   will return 

 

Lorine Niedecker 
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 Mark Your Calendar for the  

Lorine Niedecker Wisconsin Poetry Festival 

Saturday and Sunday, October 3 & 4, 2009 

 

The Friends of Lorine Niedecker have announced that the first Lorine Niedecker Wis-

consin Poetry Festival will take place on October 3 and 4, 2009.  It will include 

workshops, poetry readings, presentations, and films. A writers workshop will be 

her recent work "The Immortal Cupboard" about Lorine Niedecker.  A final schedule 

is in the works.  This event will be the first Wisconsin Poetry Festival and plans are to 

make it a biennial event.  Current partnerships include the Dwight Foster Public Li-

brary, the Hoard Historical Museum, Woodland Pattern Books, and the Wisconsin 

Fellowship of Poets.  For more information about the Poetry Festival, contact Ann 

Engelman at 920-563-0416 or Amy Lutzke at 920-563-7790.      

www.lorineniedecker.org 

 

Lorine 

Niedecker 

1903 1970 


