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 One thing that happens when you grow by 13,500 square feet is that it takes more people to 
get things done.  Not only is there more to do, there®s more territory to cover here at the Hoard 
Museum.  To help the historical society grow into its new and enlarged facility, we are recruiting 
new volunteers, and, we are offering new opportunities for service.  Please, spread the word! 

  For example, on December 12, twenty volunteers took part in Archive Assistant training and are 
now preparing to staff the desk just inside the door of the Knox Research Library & Archive beginning on 
Tuesday, January 20.  Their duties include greeting visitors to the library, helping visitors sign in and state 
their research needs, making visitors familiar with the card catalog and notebook indexes, alerting staff to 
items needed from secure storage, and then supervising visitor use of archival reference materials.  In 
between visitors to the library, Archive Assistants will process information from back-dated Daily Jefferson 
County Union newspapers and assist with historical research that arrives via e-mail, voice mail, and street 
mail.  Does this sound like something you want to be part of?  If so, please give us a call at 920-563 -
7769.  We still have a few empty three -hour shifts to fill!  And, training is fun -- and tasty! 

  Perhaps you®d rather help when tour groups are in the building?  Well, have we got a job for you!  
Gallery Assistants will work during the times that self-guided tours are in progress.  There will be a Gallery 
Assistant in each of these stations:  Hoard House second floor, Hoard House first floor, Dairy Shrine lower 
level, Lincoln Era Library & Exhibit, Foster House, Jones Family Gallery (as needed) and the Mysteries of 
the Mounds exhibit.  Duties include welcoming visitors to the specific station area; answering questions; 
providing directions to other exhibits, restrooms, seating areas, and gift shop; watching out for visitor 
safety; and providing security to the collections and building.  Give us a call if this sounds like fun. 

  Duties of the volunteer Teaching Assistants are similar to those of Gallery Assistants but include 
providing information about exhibits in an interactive way.  They function as stationed tour guides or 
interpreters primarily during adult and youth group tours, but also during special events and other times of 
high visitor traffic.  Museum staff will help you learn everything you need to know to be a happy Teaching 
Assistant.  Please, don®t be scared away by the ¯teaching° word!  Instead, think about how much fun you®ll 
have helping students sift for stone tools in the Mounds gallery! 

  It takes volunteers to run a museum!  Think about who you might invite to become a volunteer at the 
Hoard, and, please do invite them!  We will always need Greeters and we will always need volunteers to 
help occasionally with special events, mailings, gardening, computer typing, and the Gift Shop.  Thanks 
for lending us a hand -- and for bringing new volunteers into the circle!   

  Give us a call at 920 -563 -7769.  

 

Lend    the    Hoard    a    Hand         
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Notes from the  

Director®s Desk  
b y  K o r i  Ob e r l e  

  Happy New Year, members and volunteers!  Here®s 
hoping you®ll find a spare minute between shoveling snow and 
getting your tax documents together to check out what®s 
happening on the corner of Whitewater Avenue and South 4th 
Street East.  Please peruse the enclosed exhibit and event 
schedule.  We have put together an exciting calendar for 2009 
with close to two dozen reasons to keep you coming through our 
doors.     

  Right off you®ll recognize the return of several tried-and-true 
events:  the Collector®s Show, the Mary Hoard Art Show, the 4th of 
July Ice Cream Social & Pie Auction, and the Black Hawk Artists 
Show & Sale.  In 2009, our quilt show will feature quilts with star 
patterns and the Artist Spotlight will shine on Dawn Hunter.    

  A new enrichment series, titled Hoard®s Historians, will 
make its premier on Saturday afternoon, March 21, when I 
describe what life was like on Wisconsin®s lead mining frontier 
leading up to the Black Hawk War.  Drawing on my past 
experience as Curator of Pendarvis Historic Site in Mineral Point, I 
will introduce attendees to badger holes, stick-n-tommies, figgy 
hobbin, and Captain Henry Dodge.  The Hoard®s Historians will 
be a quarterly series so look for additional programs in June, 
September, and December.  Please get in touch if you have a 
local or state history program that you®d like to share.  

  Right after Memorial Day, and up until the 4th of July, we 
will focus on the Foster House. The dwelling constructed by 
Charles Rockwell in 1841 will receive a well deserved face-lift.  
Restorationist Craig Roost will repair or replace siding, cornice 
caps, window trim, and gable molding ² all before giving the 
house a fresh coat of paint.  Inside the house we®ll be reviewing 
all furnishings in preparation for creating an interpretive plan. 
Watch for more about our progress in the spring and summer 
newsletters.  

  So, like you, we won®t find too many spare moments this 
year, but when we do, we®ll be sure to stop and notice what we 
have learned, and, what is new about the past. And, we hope to 
count you and your families, your friends and your neighbors -- as 
part of the Society®s family. 

 

 

401 Whitewater Avenue  
Fort Atkinson, WI  53538  

920 ·563 ·7769  

 fax 920 ·568 ·3203 
www.hoardmuseum.org 

 Hours: Tuesday ³ Saturday 
9:30 a.m. ³ 3:30 p.m.  

2008 FAHS Board of Directors 
 
Sally Koehler, President 
Robert Karczewski, Vice-President 
Bonnie Babcock, Secretary 
Michael Phelps, Treasurer 
 

Elected Board Members 
Bonnie Babcock 
Michael Clish 
Robert Karczewski 
Carol Ward Knox  
Sally Koehler 
Phil Niemeyer 
Michael Phelps 
Betty Schubert 
Cynthia Smith 
Robert Vincent 
Carol Wanie  

 

Standing Members 
Steve Larson, Dairy Shrine Rep. 
Kori Oberle, Museum Director 
Steve Tesmer, City Council Rep. 

John Wilmet, City Manager 
 

Emeritus Members 
Mary Gates 
Hugh Highsmith 
Milo Jones 
Mark Kerschensteiner 
 

Museum Staff Members 
Kori Oberle, Director 
Karen O®Connor, Curator 
Linda Winn, Office Manager  
Greg Misfeldt, Facilities Manager 
Tammy Doellstedt, Program and 
 Volunteer Coordinator 
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      The evening of Presidents® Day, that is!  Here®s hoping you will join us and fellow members in the 
Jones Family Gallery on Monday, February 16, for the 2009 Annual Meeting of the Fort Atkinson 
Historical Society.  The evening kicks off at 6:00 p.m. with appetizers and wine, followed by a dinner 
around 6:20.  This year®s event will feature a buffet dinner catered by Carla®s Catering.  The cost is 
$20.00 per person.  Please send in the RSVP form enclosed in this newsletter to reserve your spot for this 
popular evening, or call the museum office at 563-7769.  

  A brief annual business meeting will begin about 7:10.  Together we will celebrate the dedication 
of Historical Society Board Members, Betty Schubert and Michael Clish, as they conclude three consecutive 
two-year terms of service.  In addition, we will announce our 2009 Volunteer of the Year, and introduce 
two new board members. 

  At 7:40, we®ll welcome our featured speaker, Jim Stroschein, President of the Mineral Point 
Historical Society, which operates Orchard Lawn, the home of Joseph Gundry.  
Jim spoke last year at the National Trust for Historic Preservation®s workshop, 
Beyond the Velvet Ropes: Successful House Museums for the 21st Century.  Come 
hear Jim share what they®ve been doing in historic Mineral Point to keep their 
membership and volunteer base growing while they work through Phase II of a 
restoration project funded in part by the Jeffris Foundation.  As in the past, the 
7:40 program is free and open to the public.  Make this evening even more fun:  
Bring along a friend!  

Time to Renew Your Membership 
  It®s that time, again:  Time to renew your Fort Atkinson Historical Society membership!  Membership 
dues make it possible to continue operating the museum without charging an admission fee.  In exchange 
for your membership dues, you will continue to receive the society®s quarterly newsletter and a 10% 
discount on all museum gift shop purchases.  In addition, early notice of exhibit openings, such as 
Mysteries of the Mounds, and special events will come your way.  You®ll also enjoy great fellowship and 
pride in supporting the organization dedicated to preserving the history of our community and our region.   

  To renew, simply complete the form located on the back page of this newsletter, clipand mail it to 
the museum along with your check. Thanks again for your continued support! 

Annual Dinner Meeting  Feb.  16 

Spend Presidents® Day at the Hoard Museum 
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Meet the Board Members: Michael Cl ish  

  A native of Brockton, Massachusetts, I have spent many years 
in the Midwest, primarily in Minnesota and Wisconsin.  I worked for 
several years for Northwestern Bell, primarily in the Marketing 
Department in Minneapolis.  I was also part owner of a search firm 
in the Twin Cities.  

  In a career change in 1995, I moved to Fort Atkinson to work 
in the News Department of WFAW.  A year later, I became News 
Director and host/producer of Morning Magazine.  

  I was more than impressed with finding a facility such as the 
Hoard Museum in Fort, and very soon after moving here, joined the 
Historical Society.  I was appointed to the Board in 2003, and had 
the distinct honor and privilege of serving with a remarkable group 
of people during a period of growth and change.  I have served on 
other Boards in my career, but none had the unselfish dedication 
and business-like efficiency of the Fort Atkinson Historical Society.  

  Due to term limits, Michael is leaving the board after six years 

of service.  The Fort Atkinson Historical Society wishes to thank Michael for his willingness to promote the 

museum and its programs on WFAW, especially Morning Magazine .  We know we can count on your 

support in the future!  Best wishes, Michael! 

Beyond Baseball: The Life of Roberto Clemente Opens January 24 

 If you can®t wait until Spring Training for a baseball fix, plan on checking out the exciting, new 
bilingual exhibit, Beyond Baseball: The Life of Roberto Clemente.  Join us at the opening reception on 
Saturday, January 24, 2009, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  The museum will air the PBS American Experience: 
Roberto Clemente video, on the hour during the January 24th opening, in the Jones Family Gallery   

In conjunction with the Clemente exhibit, the museum will feature Fort Atkinson and Jefferson County 
baseball history and showcase Billy Sullivan.  He began playing for the Chicago White Sox in 1901. In 
1906, Sullivan and the White Sox won the pennant despite hitting only .230, earning them the famous 
nickname, the ¯Hitless Wonders.°  Even more surprising, they went on to defeat the mighty Chicago Cubs 
in the only all-Chicago World Series in history.  Sullivan was the first player from Wisconsin to play in the 
World Series for the winning team. 

Beyond Baseball was developed by the Museo de Arte de Puerto Rico with the Carimar Design and 
Research studio and organized for travel by the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service.  The 
exhibit will remain at the Hoard Museum through Saturday, March 21, 2009, before continuing on a 20 -
city national tour through 2012  It is complemented by a downloadable, bilingual podcast and an 
interactive Web site, at www.robertoclemente.si.edu.  The exhibition is made possible by the generous 
support of the Smithsonian Latino Center.  

 

 

Thanks, Michael Clish for your service 
these past six years to the Fort Atkinson 
Historical Society & the Board of Directors !  
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One Mystery Solved ! 

  In 1906, a young teacher from Albion named Arlow Stout set out to make a comprehensive 
survey of the Indian mounds and village sites around Lake Koshkonong.  To assist him, he enlisted the 
help of Halvor Skavlem, an older man who had lived his whole life on the lake at Carcajou Point and 
was considered the local expert on American Indian artifacts. 

  Stout did the mound surveys and the drawings, while Skavlem documented the village sites, 
campsites, and trails.  In 1908, they published The Archaeology of the Lake Koshkonong Region, a work 
that is today considered a unique and invaluable contribution to the early history of this area. 

  Hugh Highsmith thought highly enough of Stout and Skavlem®s article that he reprinted it in its 
entirety in his 1997 book, The Mounds of Koshkonong and Rock River: A History of Ancient Indian 
Earthworks in Wisconsin.  In this book, Highsmith also states several unanswered questions about the 
mounds.  For example, he points out that no one yet knows why effigy mounds were ¯so carefully shaped 
into the forms of animals, and birds¤° That remains one of today®s mysteries of the mounds.  ¯There are 
many possible explanations for the existence of the effigy mounds. But whatever the reasons, we can see 
without question that a great deal of time, labor and design tradition went into mound construction over 
many, many years. In no other way did Indians so enduringly change the face of the land they occupied 
for many centuries.° 

  The Hoard Museum staff is happy to report that at least one mystery surrounding the new 
permanent exhibit, Mysteries of the Mounds, has been solved!  On Saturday, April 4, 2009, the museum 
will host a celebration commemorating the opening of this long-awaited new gallery. Watch for details 
about this event, as well as for more information about a member-only preview event yet to be 
scheduled. Remember: One of the perks of volunteering as a Teaching Assistant means that you are 
invited to spend quality training time in this gallery -- even before our special preview event takes place! 

Repeat Screenings of the  

PBS American Experience:  Roberto Clemente 

 

  Saturday, January 31, 2:00 p.m.  

   

   Wednesday, February 11, 7:00 p.m.  

 

   Saturday, February 14, 2:00 p.m.  

 

  Saturday, March 21, 10:30 a.m.  
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Meet the Volunteers:  Wilma Haukom 
  Wilma has been making headlines ever since her entry into 
the world on New Year®s Day, in Roland, Iowa back in 1917.  She 
was born at home, the youngest of three children. Wilma says her 
town of 900 people was 100% Norwegian and 100% Lutheran.  
Music and drama kept her in the headlines.  She won many awards 
in high school and college, and even had her own radio show.  She 
has soloed in The Messiah thirteen times.         
  She noticed her future husband Al, while he waited tables at a 
fraternity dinner at Iowa State University during her freshman year.  It 
didn®t hurt that the handsome blond was Norwegian and Lutheran.  
Rumor had it that he was ¯taken.°  They had their first date during her 
senior year, and were engaged three weeks later.  They were 
married for 66 years and had five children: Larry, Diane, Linda, 
Bruce, and Brian.  They had ten grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren.  

  Wilma began helping at the museum in the early 1960s.  She 
says, ¯I knew where every tablecloth was.  We almost ran the place, 
even though we were volunteers.°   

  Her secret to youthfulness is ¯Keep your body moving, your 
brain stays bright.°  Wilma®s typical breakfast is three types of cereal 
mixed together with fresh fruit, and black coffee.  She does her own 
yard work, and helps the neighbors with theirs, too!  Wilma also 
volunteers at several places, including AAUW and Trinity Lutheran.  

Be sure to wish Wilma Haukom (nee 
Highland ) a happy belated 92nd 

birthday !  She admits to being the 
museum®s oldest volunteer and is one of 
our most energetic greeters.  Wilma also 
helps daughter, Linda Winn, in the gift 
shop.  She enjoys meeting people and  
suggesting things for them to buy.  
Thanks for your faithful service!  We 
really  appreciate  you, Wilma!  
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  Happy 200th Birthday, President. Lincoln!  Come join us on Saturday, February 7, from 1:00² 
4:00 p.m., and celebrate Abe®s birthday, five days early!  Children of all ages are encouraged to attend.   
Birthday cake and punch will be served throughout the afternoon.  Performer Michael Hecht of Madison, 
Wisconsin, will present a program for children at 1:00 p.m.  At 3:00 p.m., he will present a musical, 
dramatic program on Lincoln®s Gettysburg Address.   

  Make sure to allow time to make a birthday card for President Lincoln, and to try your hand at 
building a ¯log cabin.°  There will be an open microphone stage in the Lincoln Era Room 
where visitors are encouraged to don a stovepipe hat and give a dramatic reading of one 
of Lincoln®s speeches.  We will provide copies of his speeches, or you may bring your own 
favorite Lincoln text!  Docents will be on hand in the Lincoln Room to talk about Captain 
Lincoln®s involvement in the Black Hawk War. 


