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 Thank you to everyone who 

a t tended ou r  re-open ing 

ceremonies, especially the Donor 

Preview on Oct. 19th and the 

Rededication & 50th Anniversary 

Party on Oct. 27th.    

 It was great to be back open 

again and to see so many familiar faces.  For those 

who have not been able to visit the museum, weôve 

included some new interior photos on page 5 of this 

newsletter. 

2008 will be a year of transition at the museum as 

we continue to finish off pieces of the Hoard Legacy 

Project.  Throughout the year museum staff and 

volunteers will be moving thousands of artifacts into 

our new collections care areas.  Staff will also be 

working on a number of new exhibits including a 
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new period kitchen, a period library, and a porch 

restoration for the Hoard House; a reconstructed Tools 

and Trades Room in the lower level of the Dairy 

Shrineôs Visitors Center; and, of course, the Mysteries 

of the Mounds exhibit. 

Weôll also be busy with a full slate of museum 

activities and programs, including new events like this 

fallôs special show, óThe Legacy of Duck Hunting on 

Lake Koshkonongô inspired by Dick Wanie.   

Finally, donôt forget to send in your 2008 

membership envelope.  We will be listing our entire 

membership in our Spring newsletter and we want to 

make sure that you are included.  If youôve already 

renewed for 2008, please accept our sincere thanks for 

your continued support.  You make it all possible. 

Hope to see you all at our Civil War History Day 

coming up on Feb. 10th! 

Civil War History Day               Sunday, February 10  

 Join us on Sunday, February 10th for our annual Civil War History Day 

from 1 to 4 p.m. We will have a variety of re-enactors and Civil War 

collectors set up in our lobby area, all of whom will have lots to show and 

tell you about their Civil War artifacts. 

 At 2 p.m. we will begin our main program in the Jones Family Gallery 

featuring re-enactor Christopher Goetz who will take on the identity of 

Corporal James Anderson, Co. A of the Fifth Wisconsin Regiment.  During 

the war Anderson kept a diary and wrote lots of letters home to his family in 

Manitowoc, all of which Goetz is able to use in his portrayal.  The program 

focuses on the unglamorous, everyday life of the soldier, including food 

preparation, weaponry and clothing. 

 We strongly encourage families with a 4th or 6th grade student to consider 

attending this engaging, educational program as it fits into the Fort Atkinson 

School Districtôs social studies curriculum.  Goetzôs presentation is free and open to the public and is 

supported by the Wisconsin Humanities Council, with funds from the National Endowment for the 

Humanities, the State of Wisconsin, and individual donors. 

Bring the whole family and enjoy a history-filled afternoon.  The entire event is free and open to 

everyone.  Refreshments will be served.   
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Historical Society Annual Meeting      Monday, February 18  

Please make plans to join us in the Jones Family Gallery on Monday, February 18, for the 2008 Annual 

Meeting.  The evening kicks off at 6:15 with a mini-wine reception, followed by dinner at 6:30.  This yearôs 

dinner will be catered by Capnôs Catering of Jefferson and will feature a pasta bar and prime rib.  The cost is 

$20.  We are pleased to announce that this year our meal will be served on beautiful new dishes, graciously 

donated by one of our members.   

A brief annual business meeting will begin at 7:15.  This meeting will mark the end of Board President Jim 

Nelsonôs term.   Jim has done a great job of leading us through the planning and execution of the Hoard 

Legacy Campaign and Project.  We will miss his quiet, friendly leadership.  We will also be announcing our 

2007 Volunteer of the Year, chosen from among the many volunteers who are so critical to the work of the 

society.     

At 7:45, weôll welcome our featured speaker, Amy Rosebrough, an assistant State Archeologist at the 

Wisconsin Historical Society.  Her topic will be the archeology of Lake Koshkonong, which will tie in nicely 

with The Legacy of Duck Hunting Show that will open in September and our upcoming exhibit, the Mystery 

of the Mounds.  As in the past, the 7:45 program is free and open to the public.  Please send in the RSVP form 

enclosed in this  newsletter to reserve your spot for this popular evening!  

New year, new gallery, new library, new gift shopðhow about some new faces?  This would be a great 

year to introduce a friend to the Historical Society!  Why not invite them along for this special evening! 

Old Fashioned  Tea Party    Saturday, March 15  

The historical society is pleased to once again partner with the Dwight Foster Public Library to host their 

popular Old-fashioned Tea Party at the museum on Saturday, March 15 at 10 a.m. 

The first Tea Party was held at the Library in 1993 and it has since evolved into a very popular and much 

anticipated program.  After another crowded Tea at the library, it was obvious that a larger space was required 

and the museum offered to host this well-attended event.  This year, with our new spaces, we will be able to 

accommodate even more guests.   

Tickets will be available starting Saturday, February 16, 2008  at the Dwight Foster Public Library.  Seating 

is limited so we suggest you pick up your free tickets at the library as soon as they become available.  If you 

have any questions please contact Childrenôs Librarian Shelly Menzer at (920) 563-7790. 

There is always a standard procedure regarding each Tea. 

Girls ï must be in Kindergarten or older. 

Although primarily a childrenôs activity, women who wish 

to come are encouraged to accompany a young girl, if at all 

possible. 

Dress ï fancy is fine, plain is divine! 

Bring ï your own tea cup and saucer. 

4th Grade History Essay Exhibition  

 Museum staff members are now visiting all the fourth grade classrooms in the school district to introduce 

them to our Fourth Grade History Essay Exhibition.  We are asking each youngster to interview a grandparent 

or older relative and write a short essay about what life was like when they were growing up.  Itôs a fun, origi-

nal writing project that serves as an excellent way to learn  American and family history firsthand.  If you have 

a 4th grader in the family, be sure to ask them about the project. 
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Mary Hoard Art Show  April 20 - May 3  

While the frigid winter weather traps you inside, take advantage of the time 

to  work on your entry for the 48th Annual Mary Hoard Art Show coming up 

this Spring.      

Local adult artists, both amateur and professional, who live, work, or go to 

school in Jefferson County are eligible to enter.  Two-dimensional and three 

dimensional artwork completed within the last two years may be entered.  This 

juried show will also feature the work of Fort Atkinson school children.   

Detailed entry forms will be available in March and registration will begin 

on Thursday, April 13.  Mark your calendars now for the showôs opening 

reception on Sunday, April 20th from 1 to 4 p.m.  For more information, or to 

volunteer to help with the show, please call the museum at 920-563-7769.   

The first collection weôve targeted to move into the new climate controlled spaces has been our archival 

collection.  This is a priority since it is currently in the most perilous situation, housed in the damp basement of 

the Hoard House underneath pipes now coursing with hot water to heat the Hoard House.  Weôve currently 

moved about half of these important papers, letters and historical documents to their to new location and have 

been ably assisted by a number of careful volunteers.  

The Commemorative Quilt construction is underway.  We received over 270 squares from individuals and 

organizations all over the county and raised over $1,300 for the museum.  Brenda Peterson has worked 

diligently cutting the squares to their finished size and has órevampedô some challenging contributions.  We 

will begin laying out the quilt during the coming weeks and sewing the squares together.  Hopefully the next 

newsletter will feature a picture of the finished piece.  I want to thank everyone who contributed to this unique 

historical project. 

Behind the Scenes  by Karen OõConnor, Curator 

 This yearôs Ten OôClock Scholars have already had two great learning experiences thanks to some kind 

people willing to share their time and expertise.  In October, the 5th graders visited Walter, Kay and Keith 

Moritzôs Pond Hill Dairy to see how they manage to milk 700 cows a day.  The Moritzs spent the entire 

morning touring us around and  gave each scholar their own jug of milk and cheese samples!  In November, 

we went inside the 1901 Water Tower to hear Roger Sherman, the cityôs retired Utilities Director, talk about 

the history of the tower, why ócity waterô was important and why itôs important to save older building that tell 

a story of our past.  

 Over the next three months the scholars will be felting wool with the Black Hawk artists, hearing how and 

why ultra athlete Jason Dorgan ran the 1,000 mile Ice Age Trail in 22 days, and take a field trip out to the Lake 

Mills Fish Hatchery to hear about why we restock lakes and rivers.  

 This yearôs class of Ten OôClock Scholars includes Jacob Aldrich, Griffin Bahling, Heidi Begovatz, Luke 

Burlingame, Allison Carnes, Grace Christianson, Joshua Dohm, Madison Dumke, Carl Erdman, Elliot 

Filipiak, Houston Foelker, Capri Gehred-OôConnell, Clayton Hoye, Valdeta Idrizi, Martha Jones, Kole 

Klement, Megan Klubertanz, Savannah Lohman, Abraham Martinez, Clare Nelson, Paul Nitardy, Sean Olson, 

Crystal Pastorius, Michael Reiton, Ty Ricketts, Sidney Steiner, Jenny Stroede, Alma Tuniz, Devin 

Wiedenhoeft, Bailey Wood.  

2007 ð2008 Ten OôClock Scholars 



 

  

Meet the Board Members      Sally Koehler, Vice -President  

Sally Koehler was appointed to the board in 2004, reappointed in 2006, and 

currently serves as Vice-President. Her enthusiasm, diligence, and marketing 

experience are great assets to the Historical Society. 
 

Born and raised in Portage, Wisconsin, I thought Fort Atkinson was a stepping 

stone for me.  After living and working in Madison, I moved here in 1990 to finish 

up a business degree at UW-Whitewaterðsure that I would move back to Madison 

or some other big city when I was finished.   

Fort Atkinson became my home--I love living here and raising my family here.  

My husband, Andy, is a life-long resident and my two sons, Riley, age 7 and Eli, 

age 5, are both enjoying school at St. Joeôs.  My free time is spent with my family, 

volunteering in my community and creating art with the Black Hawk Artists.   I also serve on the Dwight 

Foster Public Library Board, the Fort Atkinson Identity Project,  and at St. Josephôs Church and School. 
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The Fort Atkinson Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) had a great response to the $500 mini-grant  

program that encouraged exterior restoration and preservation projects. The HPC reported that 11 homeowners 

were awarded preservation mini-grants.  The HPC awarded nine $500 grants, and two $250 grants.  Receiving 

the nine $500 awards for exterior restoration work were, Naomi Athas, Scott & Maria Beyer, Julia Ince, 

Andrew & Sally Koehler, Diane & Jerry Lenz, Nancy Olson & Jack Webb, Mary Reidy, John & Shirley Wagi, 

and  Bob Wicklund.  Receiving $250 grants for chimney repairs were  Mike & Deb Rusch and William Starke. 

The HPC thanks the Fort Atkinson Community Foundation for funding the $5000 grant project. 
 

WATER TOWER PROJECT :  

 The Water Tower joined the Hoard Museum and St. Paulôs Church in hosting open houses on October 27, 

2007 as part of a ñHistory on the Hillò day.  Over 200 visitors toured the inside of the tower, and heard updates 

on the progress of Phase I of the restoration, which focused on exterior restoration.  Lue Ehinger, Greg 

Idzikowski, Joan Jones, and Pat Landowski served as docents.  Visitors shared memories of the water tower 

while they perused the displays. Phase I was a success due to the many generous financial donors and in-kind 

workers! 

  Phase 2 of the restoration project, will begin in April of 2008.  Phase 2 will focus on a  new interior steel 

switch back stairway that will  provide access to the breathtaking views of Fort Atkinson and surrounding area 

skyline view. Phase II will also address signage, interior and exterior lighting and displays. We can all take 

pride in this restored tribute to our heritage. For more information, contact Lue Ehinger at 920-563-2002. 

Historic Preservation Commission  

New Museum Logo  

 With all the changes of late, it seemed like a good 

time to update the museum logo.   The old green ink 

drawing of the museum was outdated (it pictured the 

building from the south where the old entrance used 

to be), and it was difficult to reproduce.   

 The new logo pictured here was created for us  

by Julie Whitty.  The Hoard signature is very similar 

to the handwriting of Governor Hoard.  It is distinc-

tive, simple, and easy to reproduce.  We are grateful 

to Julie for her help.        
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Jones Family Gallery 

   

  The gallery features a 13ô 

high ceiling, navy blue wall 

carpet, portable art panels, two 

bay windows, track lighting and a 

multimedia system.  New tables 

and chairs allow for seating of 

200 guests.   

 Our thanks to Jones Dairy 

Farm and the members of the 

Jones Family for making this 

room possible. 

 William D. Knox Research 

Library and Archive  
 

 This elegant room houses our 

research library and is used as a 

meeting room for the Historical 

Societyôs Board of Directors.  The 

archive, residing just beyond the 

door pictured here, includes: news-

papers, plat maps, city directories, 

school, business and church re-

cords, tax rolls, family files, thou-

sands of photographs and much 

more.   

 Our thanks to W. D. Hoard & 

Sons and members of the Knox 

Family for their generous gift.  

Hoard Museum Gift Shop�² given by 

Fort Community Credit Union.  
 

 Our greatly expanded gift shop is now 

centrally located in our main lobby.  Beauti-

ful new display units, most of them on cast-

ers, give us great flexibility in presenting 

merchandise and rearranging the shape of the 

store.  Come in and check it out! 

 Our thanks to Fort Community Credit 

Union for sponsoring this important compo-

nent of the Hoard Legacy Project. 
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